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MINISTERS OF THE CROWN — MOTOR VEHICLE ALLOWANCE 

27. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 

I refer to the article in The Sunday Times published on 14 May titled “Cabinet car cash windfall” and note that the 
Premier refused to answer basic questions from the Leader of the Opposition in the other house. 

(1) What date did the ministerial car allowance double dipping come into effect? 

(2) On what exact date did the Premier become aware of it? 

(3) How many ministers were double dipping on the car allowance, including the Premier? 

(4) On what exact date did the Premier take action and write to the Salaries and Allowances Tribunal, and 
will he table the letter? 

(5) Is it not true that the Premier was being sneaky, that he was aware of the ministerial double dipping and 
he chose to do nothing about it until the media caught him out? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

(1)–(5) Mr Speaker — 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: It was the SAT that made the decisions. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I repeat what the Deputy Leader of the Opposition just said, and I thank her for her 
assistance. The Salaries and Allowances Tribunal made this decision in December last year when the Leader of the 
Opposition was the Treasurer. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I learnt about this issue upon coming into government, I am not sure exactly when. 
Mr Speaker, you might also recall — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, you have an opportunity to stand up and ask a question. You do not do it when 
someone else has asked a question from their own side. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Mr Speaker, you might also recall that on Friday of last week I made an announcement 
about a range of things. One of the things I announced was the freezing of the pay arrangements for the most senior 
people in the public sector, including ourselves. I announced a new wages policy for the public sector, which is 
designed to save $500 million, but support the most low-paid workers and some middle-paid workers within the 
public sector across Western Australia. As part of that I wrote to the Salaries and Allowances Tribunal about this 
issue seeking that it revokes the decision that it made. 

Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I will repeat it again: on Friday I made a range of decisions and announcements in relation 
to pay rates. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I have done my best, Mr Speaker. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 
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